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Task Description: Court Accompaniment 

In general the task of a volunteer/member of staff (advocate) providing criminal court accompaniment is to ensure that the survivor is properly supported and empowered throughout the Court appearance process, so that the impact of any further trauma is minimised and so that she/he is afforded the best possible opportunity to provide full, coherent evidence in Court and to debrief fully afterwards, if she/he so wishes.  

An advocate is responsible for:

· Arriving at Court herself as early as possible on the day of the hearing, to maximise her/his chances of finding a private conference room or other space in which the advocate will feel safe.  She/he should arrange to meet the survivor outside the Court and enter the Court with her, so that the survivor is accompanied if she/he has to face the accused and/or his supporters.

· Asserting the survivor’s need for the advocate to be present during the trial, if that is something which the survivor feels is necessary for her/his own reasons. It will be necessary to liaise with the Garda in the case to ensure that application is made for leave for the advocate to be present in Court. It is rare for such leave to be denied.
· Asking the survivor if he/she wishes to have a meeting with the prosecution team and ask the Garda in the case to arrange it if so. This should take place as far in advance of the start of any trial as possible and presents an opportunity for the survivor to ask any questions she wishes about procedure, the charges being brought, whether any plea bargain has been or is likely to be proposed, and similar issues.  It is not an opportunity to go over the evidence, as the prosecution team must not engage in “coaching” of their witnesses. 

· Checking that the survivor has with her/his a copy of her/his statement(s), so that she/he can refresh her/his memory before she gives her/his evidence.  The Garda in the case can be asked to get hold of a copy if she/he does not.

· Ensuring that the survivor understands what will happen during the Court appearance beforehand: she/he will be asked questions, her/his answers will be taken down in longhand, the first person to ask questions will be the prosecuting barrister and the second, the defence barrister.  The defence barrister’s questions will be more hostile and challenging. The 
· trial judge can and usually does make interjections, asking questions as he/she sees fit. The survivor’s task is to give truthful, audible, clear answers, and to stay as calm and focussed as possible. she/he should also be reassured that she/he should feel free to make corrections and/or to say so if she wants a question to be explained. 

· Refraining from talking to the survivor at any stage before or during the trial about the evidence itself. It is very important that nothing happens which could give even the appearance of “coaching” to any other party, particularly the defence team. In the unlikely event that the advocate herself is called to give evidence about any supposed coaching, it is desirable to be able to answer any question about discussions of the evidence in the negative.

· As much as is possible with the advocate’s control and power, taking care (as much as is within the advocate’s control and power) of the survivor’s physical and psychological well-being during the breaks in the Court day, by suggesting drinks, meal breaks, walks, and so on. Where requested, she/he should ensure she is available to the survivor as far as possible.  

· Ensuring that the survivor is offered all possible practical and emotional support after the day’s proceedings have concluded, in terms of a debriefing session, transport home, and so on. She/he should also satisfy herself that the survivor is aware of the time and/or day for any other day of hearing.
· Ensuring that the survivor is given an opportunity to raise any questions with the prosecution team, via the Garda in the case, during any breaks and after proceedings have finished for the day. It is vital that she understands the process fully. 

· Giving the survivor a service evaluation form and invite her/his to fill it in and forward it if she so wishes. 

· Tell the survivor about other sources of support and/or agencies, as appropriate in a particular case.
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