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Child Safeguarding Statement
Rape Crisis North East

Nature of service and principles to safeguard children from harm 
Rape Crisis North East provides a range of specialised services to survivors of rape and sexual abuse including children over the age of 12.  The services include face to face counselling, telephone counselling, counselling over social media platforms, court, Garda and medical accompaniment, general support, advice and referral as appropriate, outreach to secondary schools and third level institutions, CPD training for professionals working in related areas, and running local helplines. With regard to supporting survivors, our guiding principle is that nothing we do should harm survivor clients in any way, and everything we do should support their recovery from sexual violence and should empower them to seek redress through the courts or otherwise, where that is their wish. With regard to prevention of sexual violence, our principle is that no opportunity should be lost to educate our young people about positive sexual relationships founded on consent and mutual respect, and likewise every possible effort should be made to educate those working in related professions about the impacts of sexual violence on its victims. 
Risk assessment
We have carried out an assessment of any potential for harm to a child while availing of our services. (Please refer to Child Safeguarding Statement Risk Assessment in Policy Folder).
Procedures 
Our Child Safeguarding Statement has been developed in line with requirements under the Children First Act 2015, the Children First: National Guidance, and Tusla’s Child Safeguarding: A Guide for Policy, Procedure and Practice. 
Implementation 
We recognise that implementation is an ongoing process. Our service is committed to the implementation of this Child Safeguarding Statement and the procedures that support our intention to keep children safe from harm while availing of our service. This Child Safeguarding Statement will be reviewed in 2023 and must not be more than 24 months from date of signature on this CSS, or as soon as practicable after there has been a material change in any matter to which the statement refers.

Signed:__________________________________________    Date:  ____________________________________
(Provider) [Chairperson of local Board of Management)
Provider’s name and contact details: Frank McDonnell  (Chairperson)
				         Rape Crisis North East, Cherrywood Counselling Centre,
				         Jocelyn House, Jocelyn Street, Townparks, Dundalk. A91 A03Y.
For queries, please contact	Grace McArdle, RCNE Manager (Relevant Person under the Children First Act 2015). Phone 042 - 9339491

image1.jpeg
Rape Crisis
North East




